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the companion of Arthur Connolly and the builder of the
new Imambarah. The history of the latter building is as
follows: In 1814 died Haji Mahommed Mohsin, the pro-
prietor of the great Saidyapore estate in the Jessore dis-
trict. Leaving no heirs, he bequeathed property to the
value of about £ 4,500 a year to be expended in pious works.
As in the case of the La Martiniere at Calcutta, the legacy
for many years, owing to litigation, was allowed to accu-
mulate. With the surplus funds the College of Mahomed
Mohsin wasr founded and opened on August 1st, 1836.
The western facade of the Imambarah measures 277 ft.
x-36 ft. The clock tower, 114 ft. high, contains some fine
chiming bells. Passing through the great gateway, we
find ourselves in1 a nobk courtyard, in the centre of which
ttere is a tank. Next to the western gate in deep recesses
we see the tinsel-decked shrines carried in Mohurrum pro-
cessions. The mosque proper extends along the eastern
side of the quadrangle. European visitors will not, of
course, enter the railed-in space, but they can ascend to
a gallery whence a good view may be obtained. The walls
are adorned with texts from the Koran in elegantly
coloured chunam work: the floor is of marble; and the
effect of the great chandeliers is on the whole good. The
silver pulpit should be noticed.
chinsurah.
We now drive into Chinsurah—once the Dutch
Head-Quarters in Bengal.
Very little is known about the origin of this Dutch
settlement. According to Orme, the Dutch, who sent
their first fleet to India in 1595, reached Bengal in 1625,
Mr, Wilson is of opinion that the first Dutch factory must
have been formed very soon after fche' expulsion of the
Portuguese in 1632. In the Church, which we shall
shortly visit are the escutcheons of the Danish Governors,
and one of these, Marshman says, refers to a Governor
who died in 1665. The same authority states that " Port
Oustavus, before it was entirely demolished eighteen years
ago [written ia 1845] bore the date of 1687 on its north-
ern, and 1692 on it*» southern gate." When the present
writer was Chaplain of Chmaurah in 1900 there was an

